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i otters aiia sinister geraniums 


The International Insti- 
tute of StrategicStudies is a 
rather biblicaf organization 
in London which makes a 
living thinking*>bout. the;/ 
world and issuing pessimism 
tic thoughts ; .onuts condi- 
tion.' y 

The institute's: 1980 sur-: 
vey is even gloomier than 
usual. It saysL;, that : the, 
chances of an Ea^t-West con- 
frontation are growing, be- , 
cause theLWestern alliances 
is alt wrinkled! up iivargu-K 
ments between: Washington^ 
and everybody else and be- 
cause* the -Russians have 
more horrible weapons than 
they used to?have andare: 
even nastier than jisual. - 

The institutefoas a bibli- 
cal quality about it because 
the yearly planet-jxirtraits it : 
produce^ are taken as gos?-* 
pel. They are regarded as 
grand overviews: based on : : 
carefuL scrutiny iof all the^ 

’ faCtS<: ^?fWfg^ ^ 
r' Tits’ year' the ^interna- 
tional Institute of Strategic, 
Studies hasd’t considered all 
the factSw The world isn’t in? 
its usuairstate of peril. The 
world has gone bats and the 
battiness works for our side._ 

If th£ institute had read 
the newspapers," it* would 
/know about all that astonr 
ishin g CfAJ research lately 
revealed,— fiddlings with a 
/’Vast range of sci-fi possibikr 
ities. from* the use of house 
plants as spies in enemy of- 
fices- to mind-altering, with 
drugs, ancft'training seals, 
otters and other clever ank 
male to carry explosives to- 
places^ inacessible : < to > 

^ WhilerailTpf * these ; wonri 
aers werVcoming tolfght^j 


the Supreme-Court ruled 
that man-made bacteria that 
} eat oil spills can be patented. 
You can,, in. other words, 
have legally 'exclusive 
rights to a living organism. 
-’God may not have known 
this, but the bacteria breed- 
ersdo.' 

r 'And science, bless its 
chilly hearty has discovered 
that, by the year'3180, the 
.world’s magnetic poles will 
Jhave done a flipflop. Com-: 
passes which -now point 
;North will point South.r 
All of this holds great 
strategic promise for the 
free world. We could; for in- 
stance, cross-breed an otter 
f with a nuclear warhead and 
patent the result so that the 
Israelis couldn’t steal -it 

Irom us. The otter would 
then. dive into Brezhnev’s 
swimming pool; , self , de- 
struct and we win. 1 < .> ; ^ 

if we’re willing to wait 
1,200* years, the' ona:miI- 
liontfr’ ; Soviet ^division- 
preparing to marchfnto-Af 
ghanistairwill glance at its 
compass and march, instead, 
into the Baltic Sea, in which 
case the Afghans, win.: ; ^ ; - 
v Some of the latest, dotty 
developments are contro- 
versial^ A man who- re- 
searches plant-human com- 
munications has already 
said he hopes the CIA will 
keep its black-gloved hands 
off geraniums. Theologians, 
editorial writers and other 
such big-picture folk are 
pondering the^? Supreme 
Couc&ecisioh;** 

- But Cthe gloomi of lithe 
strategic studies institute is* 
misplaced. American genius 
nowstands on the threshold, 
of the nuclear otter and the 
5 sinister potted plants And 
rdbn’t worry about the world • 

: turning itself upside down. ' ^ 

L it already 
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